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Berkeley County Students Show Improvement on Statewide Assessment 
 
August 15, 2016  
 
More Students Proficient in Both English Language Arts and Math 
 
BERKELEY COUNTY, WV – Berkeley County students scored higher on this year’s West 
Virginia General Summative Assessment than on the 2015 test in both Math and English 
Language Arts (ELA) according to preliminary assessment results released today by Deputy 
Superintendent of Schools, Margaret Kursey. 
 
In ELA, Berkeley County students outperformed WV state proficiency levels in Grades 3, 4, 6, 7, 
8, 10, 11. The percentage of students in Berkeley County middle schools who are proficient in 
ELA is considerably above state proficiency levels. In Math, Berkeley County proficiency levels 
mirror state proficiency levels. 
 
Preliminary results show approximately 1 in 2 students is proficient in ELA and 1 in 3 students is 
proficient in Math.  The county’s overall proficiency in ELA increased 2 percentage points, from 
48 to 50 percent and students’ overall Math proficiency increased percentage points from 27 to 
30 percent. 
 
When comparing this year’s results to 2015 results, the percentage of students proficient in ELA 
increased at every grade level with the exception of 9th grade where it remained the same.  
Tremendous improvement was seen in Grade 7 where proficiency increased from 49% to 56%, 
and in Grade 11 where proficiency increased from 50% to 53%.  In Math, the county saw 
proficiency increases in all grade levels with the exception of 8th grade where proficiency 
remained the same.  Most significant improvement in student proficiency was seen in 4th grade 
and 10th grade where scores rose by 7 percentage points. 
 
“We are proud of the progress our students have made,” Kursey said.  “We are pleased with the 
significant gains in achievement our students demonstrated in both ELA and Math.  These scores 
reflect much hard work by our teachers and students.” 
 
“Although we have seen good progress in achievement, we also see room for improvement.  We 
remain committed to improving student achievement, especially in the area of Math at the 
secondary level,” said Kursey.  An extensive plan for improving achievement in secondary Math 
will be in place for the 2016-2017 school year.  That plan includes the utilization of specific 
approach to teaching integrated math in Math I and II classrooms, an infusion of technology in the 
form of one to one laptops for students in Math I and Math II, targeted support from the County 
Math Coordinator, and an Academic Instructional Mentor assigned to work exclusively with 
secondary math teachers.    
 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

Kursey concludes, “In Berkeley County Schools, improving student achievement is our number 
one priority.  Every day, in each one of our schools, our focus is teaching and learning.  The 
WVGSA is one snapshot of student progress, and the administration of this assessment in 2016 
reflects excellent growth with the percent of our students proficient in the areas of ELA and Math.” 
 
Results are considered preliminary because they do not include students who took the West 
Virginia Alternate Assessment.  Final assessment results will be made available this fall. 
 
For additional information, contact Margaret Kursey, Department of Instruction, at 304-267-3510 
ext. 13225. 

 
 


